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ABSTRACT 

   The researcher studied and analyzed in the study the rhetorical aspects in the Book of Al-

Sena'atayn (Two Trades) by Abi Helal Al-Askary – may Allah be merciful with him. All 

researchers are aware of the status of such magnificent scholar in rhetoric and Arabic 

criticism, as he has significant contribution in such book. The Book of Al-Sena'atayn is the 

transition stage of artistic criticism into rhetoric. Doubtlessly, it is a stage of sticking to 

traditionalism and not ridding of its consequences, which shall be discovered by the book 

readers. It appears in the author's imitation and understanding of the predecessors' opinions. 

Actually, the researcher concentrated on the rhetorical aspects concluded by Al-Askary that 

approximated thirty-five varieties. In this study, the researcher concentrated on the aesthetic 

aspects that agree with aesthetic attitude of art and aesthetics, as figures of speech is an aspect 

of painting and drawing with words.  

 The study started with an introduction to historical brief of aesthetic studies in the West
1
 to 

connect such studies regarding geographic and historical emergence in West, as the Arabs did 

not know such intellectual and philosophical attitudes unless by contacting the West. The 

researcher tried to approach these studies in the Arabic traditional criticism and did not 

concentrate on aesthetics in its comprehensive philosophical and intellectual meaning, but 

aesthetics of form at the level of artistic utterance. It is an approach to locate the extent of 

Arabic rhetoric contribution, using its aesthetics and rituals, in the aesthetic formation, as 

appears in developing rules and setting the bases on which the aesthetic utterance art is 

completed. 

 In the same introduction, the researcher approached the life of Abi Helal Al-Askary, as being 

the book author and briefed a part of his life, pursuit of knowledge, impact on community and 

scholars and other books. The introduction was concluded with the artistic and critical value 

of the book and its cons and pros. 

 Chapter One addressed repetitions, so the first part handled the typical repetition at the level 

of letter and word, as the letter or phoneme is the basic unit of word and the component of 

word structure, which transports meaning and thinking. Henceforth, the researcher noticed the 

repetition of rhetorical element, whether in verse or prose. In poetry, the repetition of letter 

appears in rhyme and its letters, as the reader sees the literal repetition of poem at the vertical 

level and the musical, semantic and rhythmic value of such repetition. 

                                                           
1
 See Izzedin Ismael, Aesthetic Bases in Arabic Criticism, Arabic Intellect Dar (Dar Al-Fikr Al-Arabi), Egypt, 

1412 AH – 1992 AD, P. 109. 
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 The horizontal literal repetition cam be seen in rhetorical aspects studied by Abi Helal Al-

Askary on approaching rhetoric, such as assonance, pinlaying, hemistiching and 

ornamentation. The phonetic typical repetition appears in the aspects of antithesis, syndesis, 

proximity, affirmation, negation, reverting second to first hemstitch and referral. Moreover, 

the artistic repetition is formed in paronomasia as stated in verse and prose, and assonance, 

which can be found in prose only. 

 The second chapter handled rhetorical aspects that show parallelism and balance, which are 

the most significant aspects in which aesthetics appears, as having formal and semantic 

impact stemming from symmetry, harmony and similarity. Equilibrium is formed in some 

rhetorical aspects, such as paronomasia, assonance, balancing and ornamentation. Afterwards, 

the researcher addressed dimensions of parallelism through rhetorical aspects. It was divided 

into parallelism in phonetic aspects, such as assonance, paronomasia, ornamentation and 

necessitating the unnecessary, and parallelism in sentence rhythm aspects, such as denotation 

and reverting second to first hemstitch, and finally parallelism in semantic rhythm aspects, 

such as division, interpretation, supplementation, complementation and exaggeration. 

 In the second chapter, the researcher addressed the aspects in which asymmetry appears, 

whether at the individual or structural level. In the first part, the researcher addressed 

rhetorical aspects through which asymmetry is formed at the level of word (individual side), 

such as antithesis and gathering the concordant and discordant. It is a division decided by Al-

Askary for the concordant and discordant elements appear in phrase or sentence, so 

discordance appears in varieties. 

 The second party handled discordance at the level of sentence of structural aspect, which 

appears in many rhetorical aspects, such as negation, affirmation, referral, antonym and 

comparison. 

 The last chapter addressed the artistic image, regarding the method through which the author 

approached it in the rhetorical and critical viewpoints for the elements of rhetorical image, 

such as simile, metaphor and metonymy, or through inspecting the dimensions that form its 

aspects, by means of its topics and artistic elements in which the image disappears, including 

imagination, passion and technique.  
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